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Roto Group “on the whole pleased” / 2018: turnover growth of  

4.5% / 2019: continued upward trend expected / Good first quarter / 

Customer benefit strategy takes effect / Geopolitical tensions curb 

optimism / “Brexit chaos” no longer resolvable / EU-China summit as a 

“glimmer of hope” / New structure strengthens constructor supplier / 

Marcus Sander takes on role as Chairman of Window and Door 

Technology 

 

Roto is growing and criticises Brexit delay 
 
Leinfelden-Echterdingen – (rp) The Roto Group is “on the whole 

pleased” with the business performance in 2018 and the development 

at the start of 2019. As the construction supplier with its around 4900 

employees worldwide reports, the overall turnover rose nominally by 

4.5% to EUR 661.8 million last year (previously EUR 633.5 million). 

This growth rate is at the upper end of the specified target range. 

According to the Chairman of the Board of Directors Dr Eckhard Keill, 

both divisions played their part in achieving this growth, in spite of 

having to cope with difficult market conditions. On balance, Roof and 

Solar Technology (DST) performed slightly better than Window and 

Door Technology (FTT). 

 

The upward trend is expected to continue into 2019 “thanks to the 

company’s own efficiency” and to result in another turnover increase 

of between 3% and 5%. After a “good” first quarter on the whole, Keill 

considers the internationally oriented producer to be “fully on track”. 

Compared to the previous year, both DST and FTT are once again 

reporting growth. This is mainly down to the efficiency of the strategy 

that is being systematically pursued to create specific benefits for 
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customers and therefore to differentiate the company and make it 

stand out from its competitors. 

 

The well-founded company-specific optimism, however, is reaching its 

limits with regard to the tense geopolitical situation. It remains a 

“major factor of uncertainty”, which may quickly have a significant 

impact on the markets relevant to Roto. The “no longer resolvable 

Brexit chaos” is currently the most striking example of this. Not only 

does Keill describe the renewed deadline extension recently granted 

for leaving the EU with an withdrawal agreement by 31st October 

2019 (at the latest) as a continuation of the “seemingly endless story”, 

he also sees it as an “extremely poor alternative” for the United 

Kingdom. Against the express wishes of all parties involved, the 

United Kingdom might now have to take part in the European 

elections. This is further complicated by the negative economic effects 

of Brexit. These consequences are a “foregone conclusion” for the 

industry and the United Kingdom will bear the full brunt of them over 

the next few years. The recent EU-China summit, however, offered a 

“glimmer of hope”. There were signs here that a constructive solution 

to the trade conflict could be found. The global economy urgently 

needs these kinds of positive signals.  

 

In general, the future success of the construction supplier is greatly 

dependent on factors including professionally fulfilling various market 

and customer requirements. Fast, individual and flexible responses 

are essential for this. According to Keill, this is exactly what the new 

Group structure aims to achieve. This restructuring is set to be 

implemented by 1st May 2019 and, as reported, will see Marcus 

Sander join the group as Chairman of the FTT Board of Directors. 

This will allow the two established divisions to concentrate on their 

specific line of business, like Roto Professional Service (RPS), without 

any limitations. The new company offers complete services providing 

follow-up care for windows and doors. It will publish details of the 

initial experiences and results over the course of the year. 
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Caption 
 
 
The Roto Group is “on the whole pleased” with the business 

performance in 2018 and the development at the start of 2019. The 

globally operating construction supplier reports an overall turnover of 

EUR 661.8 million for last year, marking an increase of 4.5%. The 

image shows the central location of the Roof and Solar Technology 

Division in Bad Mergentheim. 
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